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Bushy Park Historical Collection

Study resource booklet

Brief

The Royal Parks had a limited spend for this
24 page booklet telling the vital part Bushy
Park played during the lead up to D-Day.
Imagery was supplied as original archive
photographic prints, photocopies and many
precious original items.

The brief specified a piece of literature
which could be sold for a small cover price
in park outlets.

Solution

Our copywriter teased the salient facts

from a well documented history to create a
simple narrative of the build-up to the D-Day
invasion in the park.

We researched the use of camouflage
during World War Il and discovered a
textured pattern used on the Dennison
smocks by British paratroopers. It was
perfect for a background image on the cover
design and also suited the ‘utility grade’
recycled stock.

Result

Now in its third edition, frequent and regular
reprints have been testimony to the success
of the booklet.
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A D-DAY: THE NORMANDY
o LANDINGS 1944
S e Gt Cforc i orsry 1943t wrime

Jeader S Winston Churchil,Pesident Roosevet ofthe Unied Sotes
and the Russan leader oseph Stiin agreed toset p an Anglo
American group o pian th invasion of France and create o Secand
Fron, e by the Chief of Stafto the Supreme Aled Commander
(COSSAC) the Brish General S Frecerick Morgan. By Jly 1943,

the group had worked out the bsics of what s tobe th gredtest
imvasion the word had known.

I December 1943,Generol Dwight . Eisenhoner (ke) wes apponied
s Supreme Commander Alled Expedtionary Forc, taking over the
plans. It seemed a srange chaice as he had no bte experence.
However Esenhower had o formidable g0 of the compexiies

of worfore ond hisamiable personalty ond ready smile made him

the deol man or the job Al Hs powers o dplomacy and polical
expertise were needed in an ttempt o please ll ofthe peaple most
ofthe time and t lead such men as General George Patton and the
egotisic but brillant Fied Marshal Sr Bemard L Maontgomery

arscs, Busty Park
portconfce. camoutige

‘WHY BUSHY PARK?
Eisenhower diked the H

o him by the Brish

d

THE EARLY DAYS
Camp Grffss was named aftr Lt ColonelTownsend Grifis,an Fr et By Pk,
autstanding Eighth United States Army A Force (8th USAAR) pkt,who 59708 1944
was the first USAAF Officer o be kied n the European Theatre of
Operations (ET0). He was shot down by mistake, whie returning fiom
aTop Secret ip to Russa, by a Posh RAF Spitfire pilo, in the Sprng of
1942.The nature of Colonel Gifiss’ mission,or what type of arcraft e
was fying, s yet to be reveald.

acquired by the 8th USAAF 3
they took over buildings put up as emergency offce accommodation
afer the destruction in London during the Btz Thse temporary

structures were 1 form the nucleus of Camp Grfs.

ULLY

It received is codename of Widewing because of the wide span of
the wings ofthe Fiying Fortress, thelegendary B-17, which was the
main heavy bomber aperated by the 8th USARF in E-T. during World
War Tiwo.The lenth of the span of the wins of this aeroplane was o
massive 103 9 insor 31.62 m.

tn general erms, USAR personnel would cal the American Base, Camp
Griffs,while memers of Eisrtawer's SHAEF would abvys efr t0 it
asWidewing

In January 1944, ofter reorganisation, it became the Headgquarters

of General CarlA. Spaatz’s United Sates Stategic A Forces in Europe
(USSAFE),whic included boththe th and the Il based 15th
s
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SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

CAMP GRIFFISS
BUSHY PARK

Ofice buding ¢ camp.
[E—

EISENHOWER'’S OFFICE

The site of Esenhower’soffce long with the remains of Camp
Griffiss were demolshed n the eary 1960’ when the Americans
finly vacated the st The office was madest, Koy Summersby,his
Brish drvr and comparion,wrote . it shocked vistors who expected
srandeur inthe Supreme Commander' nner sancum

The offic covered some 400sq. f: i desk was square with three
flags on the top, is own four st gencrals'flog and those of the USA
and Great Britan.There were two buzzers, ne to call Kay and the
other summoned his prsona secretary Matic Pnnette. He had two
telephones on a tabe nearby, ne of them his green scramblr for
secret conversatons

Around him hung pictures of his wife Momie, i son,John and s
mother,Ida There were also sined phatographs of US Presdent
Roosevel, Admirl S Andrew Cuningham, st Sea Lod ond S
Winston Churchilsprincpol naval strategis) and
General George C. Marshal, Cief o Saff. The wall
ko heldsecrt maps which were locked behind siver
screens when anyone under the rank of Leutenant
came intothe room. A swivel char a couch and two

S armchars competed the fumishings

It not surprising that ke needed res and rlavaton,
which he got reading Westerns and riding hrses in
Richmond Park. He even red his hand at skething.
drowing pine tres fiom his office window; which oy
have been those which ca be seen sl in Worren
Plantation to the southeast of is office. He was not
pleased with s efforts wriing ocross  sketch of
Teegraph Cotage the word Baloney !
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Bertram Ramsey to lead the predominanty Brish Neval orces.

on the beaches.

Montgomery was designated Commander o the Ground Forces
 ~ an appointment which was to prov fractou, as his constant.

tegy

it for the smooth running of this team.

Air Chief Marsh Leigh-Mallory took command of the newy formed
Alled Tactcal Ai Force,which comprised the Britsh 2nd and the
American 9th Ar Forces

The plans and ideas of these men and theirstaffs, hatched in this quiet
spot, were destined to writ the pages of history and to secure the

fiture of the free word

THE HISTORIAN’S TALE

Stephen E Ambrose records in his book, Esenhower, The Soldier, how
Patton visited the Supreme Commander on 6 March 1944 He was
shown into the offce while Ike was talking on the phone to Tedder Now
listen, Arthur’ Eisenhower was saying ) am sick o deaiing with o lotof
prima donnas. By God,you tell that bunch that f they can'tget together
and stop quarrling lke chikdren, il tll the Prime Minister to get
someane else to run this damn war. 1 qui”

Another visi by Patton,recorded by Ambrose, occurred on | May 1944,
He was 10 be hauled over the coals for emarks he had made to the
press

‘atton was ushered into Eisenhower’s offce.An old hand at getting

aut of a fix, Potton et out ol the stops. He was plunged into despair
said e flt ke death, but he would ight i they would et him. He
dromaricaly offerd to resign his commission o save his dearest frend
from embarrassment

Eisenhower decided not o send him home. Ambrose soys . the

very qualie thot made him o great actor lso made him o great
commander and Eisenhawer knew it”
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AMY OTHER EMTAT OR ANY ALTERATION
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