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RSPB

‘Butts Hide’ Exhibition

A permanent exhibit in the new Butts 
Hide building – a unique and modern 
viewing hide situated in the midst of the 
Rainham Marshes reserve. The building 
stands on a site where the MoD used to 
conduct military drills and training.

This part of the exhibition showcases the 
various artefacts that have been found 
on the reserve, which in turn tell a story 
rich in history; documenting human use 
and occupation of the site that dates 
back centuries. 

The project involved printing directly 
onto the angular wooden structure we 
designed to house objects as diverse as 
bottles, bullets and bogwood.
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fish
Needless to say, most of the fish 
species here have been found 
in the brackish Thames. Seals 
and cormorants (and the local 
fishermen) catch Dover sole, dabs, 
bass, thick-lipped mullet and eel. 

Out on the freshwater marsh 
we have ten and three-spined 
stickleback, plenty of torpedo 
shaped rudd and the occasional 
predatory perch. 

Sometimes we are even lucky 
enough to find an adult eel in one 
of the ditches!

insects 
With over 30 butterfly and 20 
dragonfly species, the reserve is an 
insect hot-spot. 

In the summer crickets and grass-
hoppers abound and many species 
of hoverfly, beetles and bees can be 
seen on the flowers. 

The reserve is a stronghold for 
rare species such as the shrill and 
brown banded carder bees. The 
scarce great silver diving beetle is to 
be found in the ditches along with 
the impressive water scorpion and 
water stick insect. 

Moth nights have revealed an 
amazing array of species including 
the wonderfully named ruby tiger, 
tree lichen beauty and deaths head 
hawkmoth.

molluscs
The grasslands of Rainham Marshes 
are home to countless snails! The 
common garden variety abound and 
on damp summer days, the stripy 
pink, yellow and black hedge snails 
can also be seen en masse.There 
are two species, the black-lipped 
and white-lipped which only differ 
in the colour of the band around the 
opening of the shell. 

The waterways are full of aquatic 
species including flat ramshorns 
and the impressive great pond snail, 
while wandering snails can often be 
seen moving through the grass as 
they migrate between ditches.

spiders
The reserve is home to many 
different spiders. Late summer and 
autumn is the best time to see them, 
when various species of orb weaver 
cast their webs across the marsh. 

Nursery web and crab spiders 
wait on leaves for passing prey, 
and the impressive stripy wasp 
spider – a recent coloniser from 
the continent – can be surprisingly 
difficult to see as it waits in the 
grass for a grasshopper to leap the 
wrong way... 

Check out the fencing and hand 
rails for tiny black and white 
zebra jumping spiders. They have 
excellent vision and do a good job 
of trying to stare you out!

amphibians
Marsh frogs arrived at Rainham by 
unknown means in 2003 and are 
now the most numerous amphibian 
on the reserve. The sound of 
hundreds of belching frogs is quite 
astonishing and they have provided 
a vital food source for many of the 
local inhabitants, including herons, 
egrets, grass snakes, foxes, stoats, 
weasels and even kestrels and 
marsh harriers! 

Smooth newts are common and 
can sometimes be seen crossing the 
paths, but toad, our native common 
frog and great crested newt are all 
rarely encountered.

flowers
During the summer months the 
reserve is awash with flowers, the 
river wall covered with red poppies, 
purple vetches and yellow bristly 
ox-tongue. Poisonous ragwort is 
kept in check and provides food 
for cinnabar moth caterpillars. 
Deadly nightshade flourishes in the 
woodland and sky blue chicory likes 
the poor soil of the path edges. 

We are also home to scarce species 
such as golden dock, bee orchids, 
bog pimpernel and flowering rush.
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birds
Over 270 species have been 
recorded on Rainham Marshes. It 
is a haven for ducks and waders 
throughout the year. The reedbeds 
are home to warblers, reed 
buntings, water rails, bearded tits 
and even the rare penduline tit.

Many raptors pass through the 
reserve; kestrel, peregrine and 
sparrowhawk are resident, and 
marsh harriers are frequently seen. 

Little egrets are common... and 
there is always the chance of 
something unexpected!

During the winter months over ten 
species of gull make the marshes 
their home. Each Autumn terns 
and the occassional skua move 
westward up the Thames.

mammals
The list is actually quite surprising 
and includes various whales and 
dolphins that have come up the 
Thames over the years! Harbour 
porpoises are now seen annually 
in the Thames and both grey and 
common seals are regular visitors 
in the river. 

In the ditches you are more likely 
to see one of our furry water voles 
chewing a reed stem – we have 
nationally important numbers on 
the marsh.

Stoats, weasels and foxes can 
often be encountered and our bat 
surveys have revealed at least seven 
species so far, including noctule and 
Daubentons.
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reptiles
The most common reptiles on the 
reserve are lizards, which are often 
seen sunbathing on the boardwalks 
with their offspring. Move slowly, 
and you can get quite close! 

Grass snakes have increased 
dramatically with the marsh frog 
population explosion and are best 
looked for from the bridges over the 
ditches. Adder and slow-worm have 
also been spotted.
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RSPB

‘Butts Hide’ Exhibition

The opposite wall of the hide features 
images and facts about the flora and 
fauna found on the reserve.

Photographs and graphics are printed 
by an inkjet process directly onto birch-
faced ply. A clever piece of design seams 
the two sections of the display almost 
invisibly together.  
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‘Butts Hide’ Exhibition

The displays were designed and mocked-
up at actual size using 3D software, 
allowing us to test how the objects would 
fit into the complex display. 

The final design was then disassembled 
in the virtual space to provide the 
workshop with a full schedule of parts 
for the construction, as well as artwork 
for printing.
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