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The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks 
www.bushy.org.uk
The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks is a local voluntary 
organisation with around 700 members. Above all, the Friends value 
the rural nature of these two neighbouring parks, and believe their 
landscapes should be protected for future generations to enjoy their 
beauty and tranquillity. 

The Friends run a popular programme of walks and talks covering  a 
wide range of conservation issues. Funds raised from these events 
support a number of initiatives from tree-planting in Bushy Park to 
bat boxes in Home Park.

The Friends first became aware of the Water Gardens on the Upper 
Lodge site in the mid 1990s. At that time the site was leased to the 
Ministry of Defence and was used by the Admiralty as a research 
station. The Upper Lodge site became the focus of historical and 

archaeological enquiry in the Friends’ first report: Upper Lodge, 
Bushy Park: A Hidden Heritage.  

Two years later, the Friends formed The Bushy Park Water Gardens 
Trust and successfully applied to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a 
grant-in-aid to initiate a restoration fund. A Restoration Master 
Plan was commissioned which formed the first step towards the 
restoration of the Water Gardens, and this was granted full planning 
permission.

Subsequently, the Friends supported The Royal Parks Foundation 
when a successful bid was made to the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
As a result of the research and determination of the Friends, partial 
restoration of these rare baroque Water Gardens is now under way.

The Bushy Park 
Water Gardens 
Trust successfully 
applied to initiate 
a restoration 
PLAN - the first 
step towards the 
restoration of the 
Water GardenS

01
Engraving of fallow deer, horse 
chestnuts in flower and the  
Diana Fountain.

02
Painting by Jacob Bogdani 
showing the pools and cascade 
together with the Brewhouse and 
Dovecot at Upper Lodge.  This was 
probably in the collection of the 
Earl of Halifax.
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In 1909 Thomas Foster, son of the under-keeper to the Duke of 
Clarence, was the oldest inhabitant of Hampton Hill. From an early 
age, like other children of estate workers, Thomas had earned a few 
pennies minding cattle and other menial jobs. But as well as the army 
of workers looking after the fields and gardens, staffing the big houses 
and tending the livestock, the fabric of Bushy Park depended upon 
many other trades.

By the Tudor period the brick-maker and bricklayer had become 
important craftsmen. Brick now rivalled stone in its popularity as a 
building material. Throughout the history of Bushy Park, houses, walls 
and gates were regularly built, demolished or replaced. 

Water engineers were usually moderately wealthy men with a flair 
for civil engineering, surveying and map making. However, the 
methods and equipment used to construct Bushy Park’s canal were 
relatively basic. Picks and shovels were used for digging, and wooden 
wheelbarrows moved vast amounts of earth and clay. 

Agricultural labourers often found canal building more financially 
rewarding. Other seasonal workers would have eked out a living in the 
winter months digging up, transporting and planting the 1,300 mature 
chestnut and lime trees that lined Wren’s Great Avenue.  
The Park’s new roads and paths required the transportation of 
thousands of tons of gravel. Over 20,000 tons of earth was removed 
to create the circular ‘Diana’ basin. And to quench the thirsts of all 
these workers, Lord Halifax established a brewery, still evident in the 
Hampton Hill allotments. 

The grandeur of the Water Gardens did not long outlive the Earl 
of Halifax. A painting by John Spyers from around 1775 shows the 
Cascade and Lower Pond sadly overgrown.  

Elsewhere, a footpath between Hampton Wick and Hampton Town’s 
End was closed in 1734 when the 2nd Earl of Halifax enclosed Bushy 
Park. Local shoemaker, Timothy Bennett, organised a successful 
campaign to have the right of way restored, stating that, ’I am 
unwilling to leave the world a worse place than I found it!’ 

By 1850 Bushy Park looked more or less as it does today. The Park 
was a popular destination for London day trippers enjoying the new 
craze of cycling. 

After WW1, King George V gave permission for Upper Lodge to 
become a convalescent home for Canadian troops. Later he granted 
the building to the London County Council as a holiday school for East 
End boys with respiratory diseases.

In 1942 the American Eighth Army Air Force established the  
temporary Camp Griffiss in the Park, named after the first US pilot to 
be killed in Europe. In 1944 General Eisenhower requisitioned part of 
the camp as the Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Expeditionary 
Force. The camp was finally demolished in the early 1960s. 

Upper Lodge was transferred in 1945 from the Air Ministry to the 
Admiralty, who dug the Admiralty Cut to divert the Longford River from 
feeding the pools at Upper Lodge. The still water in the upper pool 
was then used for testing mines. 
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In 1944 General 
Eisenhower 
requisitioned part 
of the camp as the 
Supreme Headquarters 
of the Allied 
Expeditionary Force
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01
The Duke of Clarence became 
Ranger of Bushy Park and 
moved to Bushy House, which 
was grander than Upper Lodge.  
Cartoon by Gilroy.

02
Camp Griffis in Bushy Park was 
named after the first American 
pilot killed in World War II.  Upper 
Lodge housed American troops.

03
The extension of the tram route 
increased the popularity of 
Bushy Park.  It was no longer the 
peaceful country estate enjoyed 
by the Earl of Halifax.

04
By Victorian times, the elegant 
Water Gardens had deteriorated.  
The park became a public 
playground.  This cricket pavillion 
was erected for a local club.

05
The invention of the Safety Cycle 
in 1885 gave women the same 
freedom to travel as men. Large 
numbers of people cycled to 
Bushy Park as they do today.

06
Thomas Foster with his dog.  As 
a child he earned pennies by 
opening the Hampton Hill gate 
by Upper Lodge for the Duke of 
Clarence.

07
Chestnut Sunday in Bushy Park 
remains a popular event in May 
when the flowers bloom.   
The chestnut trees in the  
Water Gardens decayed and  
are now felled.

08
General Eisenhower briefing his 
officers at his headquarters in 
Bushy Park.

01

02

03

07

Water Gardens  
Restoration Project
Exhibition design

Brief
When Twickenham cottage museum 
hosted an exhibition to explain this 
Lottery funded project in nearby 
Bushy Park, we initially undertook a 
full site survey as it was necessary 
to work around some permanent 
exhibits. The brief also called for 
an explanation of the more recent 
history of the site.

Solution
A series of visually rich panels 
interlocked on the walls to form 
a continuous narrative, while 
freestanding panels explained 
specific parts of the project. We 
devised an effective method of 
annotating captions to the wealth 
of images made available by the 
museum. Spatial management 
was crucial, so a CAD model was 
constructed to test the scheme.

Result
The exhibition was so successful 
that the museum extended its 
opening for a further three months.
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Water Gardens  
Restoration Project
Exhibition design
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4,000 years ago, an unidentified person of high status was cremated 
and his remains buried beneath 2,000 tons of sand to form what came 
to be called the Sandy Lane Barrow - now all but disappeared. 

The Romans, too, may have left their mark in Bushy Park; ancient field 
edges, fence lines and roads clearly form a rectangular pattern that’s 
neither medieval nor modern. There is also evidence of Anglo-Saxon 
‘ridge and furrow’ agriculture.

After 1066, the Manor of Hampton became part of the Isleworth 
Hundred. In 1237 it was sold to the Knights Hospitallers of St John of 
Jerusalem. The Order already owned a house on the site of today’s 
Hampton Court Palace, and the Manor of Hampton was bought to 
generate profits to fund their overseas crusading exploits. Land that 
had become impoverished by single-crop farming for generations 
was now eroded with the introduction of sheep, leading to the 
uncontrollable spread of the bracken that still covers the eastern  
part of the Park.

The Royal Palace at Richmond was destroyed by fire at Christmas 
1497, an event that would result in the creation of modern Bushy Park. 
King Henry Vll took over the Hospitallers’ old house at Hampton Court, 
turning part of the attached land into a park stocked with deer for 
hunting, shooting and coursing. As a result 300 acres were enclosed, 
an action that would unwittingly preserve the largest medieval field 
system in Middlesex.

In January 1515, the Knights Hospitallers leased the manor to Cardinal 
Wolsey who rebuilt the old house in palatial style. 

However, when his ever-growing power was seen as a threat to 
the king, Wolsey gave Hampton Court to Henry VIII. In 1536, on the 
further acquisition of Teddington, as Lord of the Manor, Henry set the 
boundary to the north side of the Park as we know it today, using the 
ancient Sandy Lane Barrow as a marker and sighting point to enclose 
the land. 

The following year high brick walls were built, stretching east from 
Hampton Court to Hampton Wick and west from Hampton Court to 
Teddington, creating a favourite private hunting ground for Henry and, 
later, for  Queen Elizabeth l.

Upper Lodge was then called ‘Fylds Lodge’ and the surrounding land 
was referred to as the ‘New Park’. In 1569 Queen Elizabeth leased 
both the lodge and adjoining land to ‘our beloved William Hamerton, 
a Groom of our Stable’.  After the death of William Hamerton (or 
Hammerton), the lease was transferred to his son, Edward, with royal 
approval. A Hammerton family once lived in the house which was to 
become The Twickenham Museum.

Many thousands of acorns had previously been planted to grow 
timber to build Henry Vlll’s new Navy. The oak saplings  were 
protected from the deer by thorny bushes, which by 1604 had given 
rise to the name of ‘Bushie Park’. 16 years later, an area known as 
Hampton Eastfield was taken into the Tudor North Park to complete 
the current Park boundaries.  

In 1638, Charles I had ordered a canal to be dug from the River 
Colne at Longford to Hampton Court Palace, crossing through 
Bushy Park. This new waterway served the circular basin and 
fountain set in today’s ‘Chestnut Avenue’, and was later diverted 
by Lord Halifax into a higher pond by Upper Lodge to feed his 
ornamental cascade.

During the Commonwealth period, Bushy Park narrowly escaped 
break-up thanks to the Lord Protector, Oliver Cromwell, who was 
living at Hampton Court Palace. During his tenure, Cromwell was 
responsible for digging the ponds and stocking them with fish to 
cater for the newly-pzopular sport of angling. The fish ponds’ fresh 
water supply was drawn from King Charles’s canal. 

The next great change to Bushy Park came in 1797 when the 
Duke of Clarence enclosed all but 500 acres of the Park. When 
he ascended the throne as William lV in 1830, he left Bushy, his 
intrusive fences were removed and the Park became the popular 
playground for the people it remains to this day. 

Four thousand 
years ago a high 
status individual 
was cremated 
and his remains 
buried beneath two 
thousand tons  
of sanD
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01
Henry VIII made the first enclosure 
of Bushy Park to protect his 
hunting grounds with walls of brick 
made locally.

02
Dora Jordan starred in The Country 
Girl.  She was a popular actress 
when she moved to Bushy Park 
with the Duke of Clarence.  

03
Bronze dagger over 4000 years old. 
From the Sandy Lane Barrow north 
of Bushy Park, almost entirely 
destroyed in the mid-nineteenth 
century.

04
Engraving of Upper Lodge in 1770.  
The pool in front of the house 
designed by the Earl of Halifax has 
been grassed over.

05
A View of Hampton Court,  
Leonard Knyff, 1703 (The Royal 
Collection © 2007 Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II).

06
The Longford Canal was first dug 
by order of Charles I to improve 
the water supply to the gardens of 
Hampton Court Palace.

07
Queen Henrietta Maria, consort of 
Charles I.  The statue and fountain 
in Bushy Park once stood in her 
garden at Somerset House.
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08
A portion of the Norden Map of 
‘Myddlesex’,1592 which shows 
the enclosure of the ‘New Park’ in 
Bushy Park. 

09
Oliver Cromwell put Hampton Court 
Palace and Bushy Park up for sale 
and later changed his mind.

10
A group of courtiers with younger 
George II (Detail from Figures in a 
Garden The Royal Collection © 2007 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II).

11
A view of Bushy Park, John Spyers, 
circa 1780 or earlier, (The Hermitage 
Museum Collection).

12
Thomas Wolsey, Cardinal 
Archbishop of York, Anon.

13
Illustrated tin-glazed tiles, coloured 
by Robert Youngs (Post-Medieval 
Archeology, Volume 37, Part 1, 2003, 
Christopher Currie).

14
Probable use of land including 
Bushy Park and the site of Upper 
Lodge in medieval times (1338).
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